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| To my moſt: Honoured Patrons, 
TRUSTEES: appointed by the Will of the. 7 
Honourable ROBERT BOY LE, Eſq; ; 


, | /- The Right Reverend Father in God, Thongs, 


Ford” Biſhop of Lincoln. 1 
"Sie Henry A harſs Ke and Baronet. 
- Sir Jobs Rother am, Serjeanit at Law.. 

 Zobn Evrjn, ſenior, __ & 


"Mot Honoured, 


FT N0:D\biving: NT hte Wake an incom- 
' ' \pat able: Perſon," the: Hdononnable- Robert 
\ Boyle , Eſquire , {ately deceaſed; the ' Glory 


fon Naton\and te > whoſe 'Chaity' "and Gdodntfi 


were as wniverſal as his Learning and: Fame $'*'* TS 
<« ſettle an Annual Salary for ſome Divine or 
« Preaching Miniſter , who ſhall be enjoyned to 
< perform the Offices? following :* "14" To preach 
cc * Ei he Sermons in , the Year, . tor proving the 
hriſtian Religion againſt notorious Infidels, viz. 

6c « Ms Deiſts, Pagans, Jews and Mahometans , 
« mae; Aſc@ading to any Controverſies that are by 
2 cc ** mong 


a9 2,7 


. <> or 


«, mong > Chriſtians themſelves: Theſe Lectures to 


Tack ;\ and: ſhall: endeavour to the. utmoſt | 
ability to, anſwer. the religiaus © and. generous Defign -Y 
that Excellent; Perſon ,\ dad \hpged ara ”_ hew | 
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« be on-ithe 'Fi-/Þ Montlay -ofithe' relpetive Months 


* of January, ; February, March, April, May,\Septem- 
« ber, Oftober, November ; ; in ſuch Chorch as the 


.< Truſttcs ſhall from time corinie-6ppditt: To 


&« be aſliſting to all Companies, and encouraging 
« chema..in any: Undertaking} for, propagatitig the 
” Chriſtian Religion:: 3. .To- Mine to fatisfie 
« ſuch Reat ve at any y may ve Eroncraging 
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perfom theſe Offces, and to conmand this Firſt Eſſay 

ro be made publick: I am very ſenſuble'of thei great 
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The ol tain i Heart, There Ve Gor; 
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g . time and. occaſion* and: other circumſtances 
of compoſing this: Pſalm : nor how:ir comes 

ro pals that with-very little variation wehave 
it "ewice qyer, ' boch here. the 14th. :and:; -again-num 


| ber the 5.34.-; Not that theſe and ſuch hke are nor 


important conſiderations i in themſelves; but thac:Þ 
ink.chem-.improper:.now, when we are to argue 


and expoſtulare with ſuch perſons, as allow-no;Diz 
vine Authoricy toour Texr., and profeſs no greater; 
or, .it may be they. 


will ay, leſs Veneration for theſe 
Sacred Hymns, than for the profane Songs: of 4na- 
creon. or Horace. - So that alchough JI my. ſelf do 


really believe, that all ſuch as ſay in their Hearts, 


T hexe js. no God, are. fookſh.and corrupt, both:in Un- 
derſtanding. and Will ; - becanſe T\/ſe-char-jnfinire 
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| Holy Scripture. But owever : 18 a | other Books 
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extant, which they mult needs allow of as proper 
Evidence; eventhe mighty v olumes of viſible Na. 
thre;) and chorverlaſting: Tables\of Right Reaſon; 
wherein, af they:do not wilfally ſhur their eyes, they 
may read theirgwn- Folly written bythe Finer of 
God in a much plainer and more terrible Sentence, 


than Belſhaggar's was by: 'the Hand upen'the W 


_And-as-the impious Principles 0 "theſe per | y ; 


do preclude any/arguinentation "fromthe revealy 
Word of :God:-fo'they prevent ws'allofiom ſpea- 

at preſehr'to rhe-ſe Spare of the Text. The 
whole verls hath apparend y;two-propofitions; the 
one. denoting the Folly of Acheilin, The Fool hath ſe 
in: fix. Fleare, > Theve' is ad Obd :the ſecond deela: 
rifig the Corruption and' Flagitionſmeſs of Life that ri4- 
turally-arrend'ir," They are corrupt; they have done ab. 
emmable. works, theve'is none\ that doth good. Noyw this 
lacter partro/a penitine Atheift is ner Jorgor, as 
they love to'caltiic;''' ar empty ſound of Awhile 


without any ſignificatione He allows no Natural 


| Maraliry;-nor, any: other diſtinftion'of Gobi $8 


| EIN than as Horrian! Ut 
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and the-tmotes ind/faſhions'of ET 
denominare theiti.” *TH8 moſt Hetvical'Aoris' 
dereftable*Villanies''are tn the-nature'of rheethin! 
indiffcretic to-his” ap Srobati6h'; ine, "ie 
ar alike eonctaFes Ent Rewards? 

from'1T nomirly or Applaiife: * So that tfl'we hive 
p in-its proper- place the'erernal and'effential 
Deeds talpel ts and Vice-we mift for. 
bear't6 vice Acheifts withiche! Corruption "aid" Hbomis. 
nableneſs of their Principles"! Bue'T preſtrme, the firſt 


'E, 


T 
i ' 


pare-of the Texe, 'the'Folly wid Atheiſt . 
(whichTlhialt bechi Diſcotire) wibe  . 
allowed'toegitis: eo eagg: ſtice” they | 
make” fach a noiſte preteride $6 Wit 2nd Sagacity : 
and \F'behove feveral ofthe " firſt eligage" In Hat 
atbf an abſirrd 


or RS? farthibe) it willBe deve | 
Sy em and vindiette® this: exprefiiod- of * the. 
Pftlnit, "The" Pool Hath fult 30 bis Fitart; There is ji0- 
God.” 'For-'Þ know not any Interpreters, that will. 
allow'it ro'be ſpoken of ſach, as flatly deny the Being 
of God+ !but'of then thatbtlieving| bis Exiftence, 
do yetſechude him from directing the Aﬀairs of the. 
World, frem-obſerving/and judging the Actions of- 
Men.” '\feppoſe they mishe Þe- induced*to this , 


"a 


a II een 


OT m— LD actin 


TY The —R a 


bur that at ſome lucid i 


monly received notion. of- an; Innate 
1dea. of- God, imprinted uponevery. Soul of Manic 
their Creation, , in Characters that-can never be. de- 
faced. Whenceiic will ollow,chas Speculative Athe- 
iſm doth ſubfilt only in 2w:;Specnlation ; -whereas 
really. Human Nacure cannothbe guilty of the crime: 
chat, Tek a few ſenſual, an d. yoluptuous Perſons 
may for a ſeaſon eclipſe;his native. Light vl 4he,Soulz 
bur can never. ſo wholly ſmochen andrextinguiſh, ic, 


again, and ſhine forchto che:comvictioniof their Con 
ſcience. Andtherrfore Sep lived chat.che-words 
would not admirpf;affrit and tigaroys interpreth- 
tion.; -buc ought” to be. ſo. cemper'd and accommo- 
ed ro che nature, of.chings, as thar 2hey-emay de 
the.choſe profane; perſggs.; who! they dp 
2ot; 20h; canmat: really Kone he: Mit he Be- 
ing of God, * yet do openly deny his lence-1n the 
courſe. of their, Lives,” { thane if = be-all char is 
meant by.the Text,: Ldo. nocilec how -we-can defend 
not only the ficneſs andpropricty, bur thervery.truch 
of the expreſſion... As to, that natural; and, indelible 


| fignature of God, which, Human Souls in their. frſt 


Origin arc luppoled, ro. be ſtamp” dwich, HA ſhew 


 ar.a fitter opportunity, that. it.18 a miſtake, and that 


we have no need of, it. in-our Diſputes againſt Arhe- 
iſm. , So.that being free from. chat prejudice, I.um- 


rerpret 
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rerpret the words of the Text in the liceral ACCC 
tation, which will likewiſe take in the Expoliti tions of - 
others. For I believe that the Royal Plalmiſt in chis 
comprehenſive brevity of ſpecch, There-is 'no God, 
hath concluded all'the various Forms of Impiery ; 
whether of ſuch as excludes the Deity, from. gover- 
ning the World by his Providence, or judging it by 
his Rightequſne(s, or creating it by his Wiſedomand 
Power. . Becauſe the conſequence and reſult of- ll 
thele Opinions .is terminated in down-right Athe--. 
iſm. For the Divine inſpection into- the affairs of 
the World deth-neceſlarily;follow from the Nature 


and Being of God. po he that denies this, doth 


implicitly deny his Exiſtence : he may acknow- 
ledge what he will with his mouth, but in his heart 


| : be bath ſaid, There is.0 God. A God, therefore a: Pro-' 


Vidence; was a general argument of yertuous men, 
and not peculiar to the Stoicks alone. And again, 
No Providence, therefere ns God; 'was the moſt plau- 
ſible reaſon,” andthe moſt frequent | in the mouths 
of Atheiſtical men. So that-it ſeems to be agreed 
on all hands, that 'the; Exiſtence of God and: his 
Government of the World.do muuelly ſuppoſe and 
imply one another. 

There are ſome Infidels arfiong us, that not only 
disbelieve the Chriſtian Religion; biit-impugn the 
allertion; of a Providence,” of the Immortality of [the' 

B Soul, 
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Soul, of an Univerſal Judgment to come, and of a- 
ny Þncorporeal. Effence :-.and yer to avoid the odions: 
name-of \Ztheifts, would ſhelter. and skreen them. 
ſelves under'a new oneof |'Deifts, - which'is-not quite 
ſo.obnoxious. * But! I:think/the Text hath cut thenr 
ſhorr;:and precluded this ſubterfuge ; in as much as 
ithath declared; char- all fuci: wicked Principles are 
coincident. and: all-one in-the- iſſue. with the rankeft' 
Atheiſm The Foal; thar doch exempr the affairs of 
the World fromthe ordination'and diſpoſal of God, 
Pofpdmm.a- hath faid:in bis heart; Therp ws no God av-all.'” It was 
pa. the opthion of many ofichb Ancients, that 'Fpicurits 
ararth.” ;rirroduced x Deity "Ineo-id: Philoſophy, not' becauſe 
hewas perfuaded-t of his Exiſtence, (for when he had 
brought: him-wpon-thei Stage of Nature, he/rnade 
 hinS onty Mita perfoha, and inrerdidthd hidn' from" 
Hearing'a tpi ty bur purely rhar he mightnor 
incurr the offence of the wor earner; 
hears generally: ful! ected'/'e "rohquifſe Dei, re 
ſetae t0/ Lcd cd on purpoſe ſich" # bh 
_ ible paulkry: Fhpothifis about hint, 2s indeed 
jp e Name and-Tirle of God in the World; -but 
gh rare; his! Nature and Power. - Juſt as:x Philo- 
ſopher of our own age gave a ladierous/and: fieti. 
tions nation abour..the' Reſt of the Bavth ,- to-evade 
che hard; cenſure and uſage', which Galies had 
ww mer with,” For wy own 'part; as Edo hor 
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o Lot a” ad a_ - 


z'orand occaſion * 
Epicurus's Deiſm; fol believe-thar He 'and Demora- 
tus. t00 'Were compelled to it likewiſe by the neceſſi- 


ty of their own Syſtems.” 'For! ſeeing' they»explin'd * 


the: Plizhonicha of Fifion; -Imagitiation, ahd Thileyht 


it ſelf}; by certain'thin'flecces of 'Aroms;” that flow 


inceſſantly from the'fiffaces of bodies, _ by their 
ſubciley: Kr hnenels:d0!penetrare any-' obfticle; and 
yet rerain'the- exact figures and linearrients' df the Te. 
veral bodies from: which they: proceed; and in this 
manaer mlinuating themſetyes into 'the Eyes, 'and 
the Contexture.of the'Soul;-dv thert prodiice _ 
excite Senſation iandPerceptiory of themleves * 

conſequence! therefore of this: FHpotheſis they were 
obliged/to-maintain that we could: have nb Phan: 
takic, Idea-or. Conception.of any>rhing,” bur what 
didi really fublifÞ either! meir6r62-i1i-its ſeveral parts. 
Whence 6 ir-followed, ' that mankind conld- have nd 
imagination'of Jupitey or\Mars, of Minerva or Thos; 


#-rthere-were not anal 'fuck' Beings in| nature-to 


emit thoſe Efflwvia; which glidmeinto the'Sotil! muſt 
beger ſuch an imagination. "And thence it'was, thar 
thoſe Philoſophers adapted their deſcription of rhe 
Deity-ro the'vulpar apprehenſions of thbſe rimes'; 
Gods and Goddefles inntmiierable;and of fl Hamann 
fhigure-: becauſe otherwiſe the core ions of 'tman- 
hank about them: coutd: nor\ polſth} 'be"accomntgd 
| B 2 
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The Polly\af Atheiſm. 


for from their Phiſiology. --So'that if 'Epicarus and- 


Demecritus were in earneſt about their Philoſophy, 
they, did neceſſarily and really believe the Exiſtence 


- of the. Gods. But. as; to; the nature and authority of 


them; they bereaved; that Jupiter of his "Thunder 
and Majefty , forbidding him to look or peep a- 
broad, ſo much as to enquire what News in the In- 
finite Space about him ; bur to content himlelf and 
be happy with an eternal lafineſs and dozing, unleſs 
ſome rambling Troops of 4toms: upon the diſlolu- 
tion of a neighbouring World might chance-ro a- 
wake him... Now: becauſe no I/raelite in the:days. of 
the P/almiſt is. likely. to have been ſo curious about 
natural Knowledge, as to believe the Being of -God 
for ſuch-a quaint and airy reaſon as this, when he 
he:had once boldly denied his Dominion over: the 


World ; and ſeeing that there is not now one -Inft- 
del living, - ſo ridiculous. as/'to pretend to ſolve the 


Phznomena of Sight, Fancy, or: Cogitation, by thoſe 
fleeting luperficial films of bodies: Imuſt beg leave 
zo think that. the.,Fool-in the, Text was a thorough. 
confirmed: Atheiſt ; and. thar the modern diſguiſed 
Deifts do.gnly-call themſelves fo for the former rea- 
fon, of, Epigurms,, to decline the publick odium and 
relentmenrof the Magiſtrate - and do cover the moſt 
arrant:Atheiſm under the mask and ſhadow of a 
Deity , by. which: they underſtand no more than 
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i as how . --—o—dl—_— 


ſome eternal inanimate Macter, ſome univerlal Na- 
ture, and Soul of the World, void of all ſenſe and: 
; copitation, endued withnone at all, much leſs wit 

' Infinice Wiſedom- and Goodnets ;- and therefore int 
this preſent Diſcourſe they. may defervedly* cotne 
under that Character which the Text hath given of 
them, of Fools that have ſaid in their. Hearts, There. 


. "na God. : BY 


% 


And now having thus far cared our way; itr 
the next place we ſhall offer ſome notorious Proofs 
of the grols Folly and ftupidiry of Acheiſts.” i" 

If a. Perſon that had'a fair: Eftare in reverfiort; 
which in. all probability he would ſpeedily be pof- 
ſcls'd of, and of which he. might reafonable promiſe 
ro himſelf along and happy Enjoyment, ſhould 
be” aſſured; by ſome! skiltull Phyſician; thartin a 
very ſhort time he! would inevitably fall inco a Dif 
caſe, that.would fo totally deprive him of his Un- 
derſtanding and Memory, that he ſhould loſe the 
knowledge of all things without him, nay-all conſci- 
ouſneſs and fence of his own Perſon and Being : If, 
I ſay, upon a certain. belief of this indication, the: 
man {ſhould appear over-joyed at the News, and be 
mightily _ red. with the diſcovery and expe- 
Ration; would not all that ſaw him be aſtoniſhed ar: 
ſuch behaviour 2 Would they not be forward to con- 


elude har the Diſtemper has ſeized him already, and' 
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thar' even then-the-miſeralile Creature: was' become 
4, mere Fool and ' an Idiot? Now the Carriage of 
our. Atheiſts; or Deiſts is infinitely i more amazing 
than;chis;-ho dotage fo infatuare, nophrenhie {6 ex- 
txayagant!as;theirs.", IT have beet educated'in a 
Religion, that inſtrufted them in the knowledge of a 
| Supretie Being; 2 Spirit \molt excellently glorious , 
{uperlatively Powertull and Wiſe and Good, Crea: 
tor of-all. things qut-of narhing ; 'That hath endued 
the Sons of Men, his-peculiar Favorites, with a Ra- 
tional Spifit,;and hath:placed chemias SpeRarors it! 
chis,poble Thearrk of:the Worldj:40 view arid ap- 
cs tn loriousScencsiof Earth'and Haegven itz 


4 %® 


warkmanſhip. of his/hands; - That!harh furniſhed 
them.in general: xvith a ſufficienr-ſtore' of all'things; 
cithgr; neceſſary or eShveniene for life ;* and partice” 

laxty :to- ſack; as\ ſear: and obey! him, hacki prom? 

ſed > Gipplycof all-wants, a deliverance and'prote? 

P24 5 Gion; rbtvidabgers 2.1 That tbe: that feek Vim, ſhall 
 nM09 hugnnen of thing that'is good! Ar@ Beſides His 
Joi. 3. 16. rgp1nifigert to. them in chis life; He'fo fovtd the world, 
that bo {ant bis:Quohbegotten»Son, the- expreſs Image 

of his Subſtance, and /Pamtaker of his/&ernal Nature 

2 Tin: 1. and Glory, to: bring Life: aud Immortality ts light, and 
— to. tender them to Mankind upon fair and' gracious 
Ma 1! Terms; That if.they-fubinirred to his eaſie- yoke and 
light burthen, and obſerved. his Commandments which 
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' . are not pp ievouss He cher! gave them the rome of bs foles:3 
ternal Salvation ; He had reſerved for them in' Heaven Aeb'y,y, 
an Inheritance incor ruptible, and undefiled, and that fa- I £7 4+ 
deth not; away; He had prepared for thetti'an unſpeak- ,'',% 
able, unconceivablePerfeRion'of Joy and Blifs;thHgs ; Cor.29 
that eye had not ſeer, nor year heard, neither. have entred 
into the heart of man. "What aidelightfill and raviſh- 
ing Fpothiſis'of Religion is this? 'And-ih this Reli- 
giori they have'had- their! Ediication: ' 'Now let us 
ſuppoſe ſome great Profeſfor in Atheiſm' ro ſuggeſt | 
to-lome of thele ; Tharall this | is a'mere dream and 
impoſture; abes there:is nofach excellede Being, as. 
they fappoſe, that ciated and preſerves them ; that 
all about them is 'dhck- ſenſeleſs /Matrer, diiven on. 
by- che blind ns of 'Farality-and Fortune; 'that- 
mien'firft ſprons' up; like Mitſhroms,) viit of "the 
wy akid flime 'of the Earth'; ' and hide” aft their 
Thoughts, "and che whole of what they call Sonl, 

- -axe' only: various Actiory. and Repercuſſion of fall 
partieles of Marter, kept a-while # moving by foie 
Mechaniſm and Clock-work , which finally 'ceales_ 
and periſhes by death.. If it be ttue then (aswe daily 
find ic s) thar they liſten with complacencyto thefe. 


:horrid Siiggeſtions; if they-let go their hope of Ever-- 


hfting Life-with willingneſs and joy; if-they enter- 
eain: the thoughts of final Perdition with exultarion 
os unph; ought they not. to be efteem'd moſt 


notort- 
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bl aohle ſaying of the hun "ens i he 
would not endure to live one day in the world, if 
.hedid not believe it to.be under'the government of 
Providence. Let us but imagin -that excellent Per- 

ſon confuted and ſatisfied by ſome Epicurean of his 
time.;. that all'was but Atoms, and Vacuum, and Ne- 

ceſſi by, and Chance. Would He have been fo. pleaſed 
and delighted with the conviction ?. would Hehave 
ſo triumph'd'in being overcome ? or-rather, as' he 
hatch told us, would he not have gon down with - 
ſorrow and deſpair. to the grave? Did I but once 
ſee an Atheiſt lament and bewail himſelf; Thar up- 
on a ſtrict and impartial examination he had found 
_ to his coſt, that all was a miſtake; ; that the Prero- 
gative of Human Nature was vaniſhed and gone; 

thoſe glorious hopes of Immortality and Bliſs, no- 
ching bur chearing Joys and pleaſant Deluſions ; thac 
he had Ng himſelf by loling the comfortable 


- Error, 


* Toe Folly of Atheiſm: =” 
Error, and would giveall the World to have better 
arguments for Religion: there would be great hopes 

of. prevailing upon ſuch an Atheiſt as this, Burc, 

alas! there are none of them of this temper of mind ; 

there are none that underſtand and ſeek after God ; pane 
they have no knowledge, nor any defireof inſtruction; ver. 4. 
they thruſt the FF of God from them, and Judge them- M5" 3 

elves unworthy of everlaſting life; they willi re- 
{oh Darkneſs before ret ie br 3 £212 

to periſh for ever in the Grave, rather than be Heirs 

of Salvation. in the ReſurreRion of the Juſt. Thele- 
, certainly are the Fools in the Text, indocil, intracta- 

ble F ole whoſe ſtolidiry can bafle all arguments, 

and is proof againſt Demonſtration it ſelf ; whoſe Philz- 19: 
end (as the words of St,Paul do truly deſcribe them) 
whoſe end is deſtruftion, an eternal Deprivation of Be- 
ing ; whoſe God is their belly, the gratification of ſen- 
ſual Luſts; whoſe Glory is in their ſhame, in the de- 
baſing and villainizing of Mankind to the condition 
of Beaſts; who mind earthly things, who if (like that 
great Apoſtle) they were canght up to the third Hea- 2 Cor-12 
| Ven, would (as the Spies did of Canaan) bring down Num. 15. 
an evil report of thoſe Regions of Bliſs. And I fear, *” 
unleſs it pleaſe God by extraordinary methods to help Mar9 
their unbelief, . and enlighten the eyes of their underſtand- a 
ing ; they will carry their Acheiſm with them to the 
Pit, and the flames of Hell enly muſt convince 


them of their Error. "*: This 


” 
a. 


<- 
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Prov. 26. 


'Tir.2. 12. 


of reclaiming them by Arguments of Reaſon... 


This ſupine . and inconfiderate behaviour of the 


Atheiſts is fo extremely abfurd ; that it would be 
deertd incredible, if ic did not occurr to our daily 
Obſervation ; it proclaims aloud, that they are not 


led _y by their Reaſoning , buit led captive by 


their Luſts ro the denial of God. When the. very 
pteaſares of Paradife are contemn'd and trampled 
on, like Pearls caſt before Swine ; there's mall 4ops 
3uUt 
however, as Solomon advileth, we will anſwer theſe 
Fools not according to their Folly, leſt we alſo be like un- 
to them. "Iris expedient thar we put to fency the ig- 
norance of theſe foobſh nen, that Belieyers. oaks 
moreconfitmed and more refolute inthe Faith, . 


| Did Religion beſtow Heaven without any terms 
or conditions indifferently upon all; 'if the Crown of - 


Life was hereditary and free to Good and Bad; and 
nor ſettled by Covenant upon the Ele& of God on- 


ly, ſuch as live ſoberly and righteouſly and godly in this 


preſent World, T believe there would be no.ſuch thing 
as an Infidel among us. And without controverſie, 
ris the Way and Means of attaining to Heaven, that 
makes profane Scorners fo' willingly let go the Ex- 
peCtarion of it. Tis not the Articles of. the Creed, 


but the Duty to God: and their Neighbour, that is 


fuch an inconſiſtent incredible Legend. They will 


' nor practiſe the Rules of Religion ,, and Deene 
| pchpiles monte OTE 


I. And fir, One may conceive indeed, how there 
might poſſibly be a neceſſity of quitting 'ir. - It might 
be tied to ſuch Terms, as would: render it impoſſi- 
ble ever to be obtain'd. For example, if it ſhould be 
required of all the Candidates of Glory and Immor- 


tality,. t0'give a full and knowing Afent to ſuch 


ings as are repugnant to Common: Senſe, as con- 
tradict the narz) $124, the univerſal Notions and in: 
dubitable Maxims of Reaſon :- if they were to be- 
lieve,that One and the ame Thing may be and not be 
atthe ſametime'and inthe lame refpett ; If allowing 
thereceived Idea's and denominations of Numbers + 
And Figures and Body,, they muſt ſeriouſly affirm , 
that, Two and two do, make.a Dozen, or thar the 
Diameter of a. Circle is as long as the Circumfe: 
rence, . or that the ſame Body may be all. of it in diſtant 
places at once. I mult confeſs that the offers of Hap- 

incls upon {tich Articles. of Relief as theſe”: would 
Ln cantalizingi'of Rational Creatures ; and the 
Kingdom of Heaven would become the Inheritance 


| of only Idats and Fools. For whilſt a man of Com- 
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mon Capacity doth thinKand refle& upon ſuch Pro: 


poſitions; he cannor poflibly bribe his Underſtand- 


ing to give a Verdict for their Truth. So that he 
would be quite fruſtrated of the Hope of Reward, 
upon ſuch unpracticable Conditions as theſe: nei- 
cher could he have any evidence of the Reality of 


\ the Promiſe, ſuperiour to what he is conſcious to of 
the Falſiry..of the Means. Now 'if any-Atheiſt can 


ſhew me in the Syſtem of Chriſtian Religion any 
ſuch abſurdities and repugnaricies to our natural Fa- 
culties;. I will either evince them to be-Interpolati: 
ons and Corruptions of the Faith, or yield:my: ſelf a 
Captive and a: Profelyre to his Infidelicy. '* 

II. Or, 2dly, they may think *tis the Intereft of 
Mankind, that there:ſhould be' no Heaven at-all ; 


becauſe the Labour to'acquire it is more worth-than 


the Purchaſe : God Almighty.(if there be one) ha: 


ving much overvalued the Bleflings of his Preſence: 


Sethat upon a fair eſtimation, *ris a greater 'advans. 


Mark to: deny himſelf, and refuſe the Satisfadtion of N 


rage to take one's {wing in/Senſuality, and have'a 
glut of Voluptuoutfneſs in this life, freely rehgning 
all pretences co future Happineſs, (which, when a 
man is-once extinguiſh'd 'by Death, - he-canner- be 
fuppoled-either tro want' or defire )' than'to be tied 


up by. Commandments: and Rules ſo thwart and 


contrary to Fleſh and Bloud ; to take up one's Croſs, 


atu- . 
xal. 
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ral Deſires. This indeed is the-true Language of 
Atheiſm, and the Cauſe of it too. Were not this 
at the bottom, no man in his wits could. contemn 


and ridicule the expectation of Immortality.. Now 


what power or influence can Religion have upon 
the minds of theſe men ; while noc only their AF 
fections and Luſts, bur their ſuppoſed Intereſt ſhall 
alead againſt it? Bur if we can once fflence this/pow:- 
erfull Advocate,” we ſhall without much difficulty 
carry; the'Caule at the Bar of impartial Reaſon. 
|. Now here is a notorious inſtance-of the Folly of 
Atheiſts, that while they.-repudiate all Title: to:the 
Kingdom of Heaven, ' merely. for the preſent Plea- 
ſure of Body, and their boaſted Tranquility. of 
Mind ; beſides-the extreme madneſs.in runing facha 
deſperate Hazard after Death, (which I will not now 
treat of) | they unwittingly deprive / themſelves here 
of. that very Pleaſure and - Tranquillity they ſeek 
for. For. I ſhall now-endeavour to ſhew, That 
Religion ir{elf. gives us the greateſt Delights and Ad: 


vantages even inthis Life alſo, though there ſhould 
prove in the event tobe noRelurrection to-another. 
Her ways are mays of. pleaſantneſs; and. all her paths are prov. 5; 
| ww 17. 


”" Ba | 
...,” But before I begin that, I muſt occurr to one 
ſpecious Objection , both againſt this Propoſition 


and the paſt part of. my diſcourſe ;; Namely, that 
 Religy 
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Religion doth perpetually- haunt 'and diſquier 'ns 


with diſmal apprehenſions of everlaſting Burnings 
inHell;- and char there is no ſhelter nor refuge from 
thoſe Fears, bur behind the Principles'of Ack m.” 
--(1.)' Firſt therefore I will freely acknowledge t6 
the Atheiſts; that. ſome part of what hath'been 


ſaid!is nordiredtly, concluſive againſt-themn # if they 


lay; that befors they revolred' from the'Faith,' they 
had ſiricied'away all expe&tation of ever arriving ar 
Heaven: and conſequently had: good reaſon ſo joy- 


fulh'co receivexthe-news of Annihilation by Death, 


2 an advaticagcons change. for the everlaſting tor. 
ments of the Damn'd;” But becauſe T cannot expe&t 


thar they - will make fuch a Thamele(s and ſenſelels 


Confefion, and ſupply us' with thatinvincible ar- 
gument apainſt-.choral on elves* I-muft Hy again, chat 
to preferr nal Extinftion before happy Immorta- 
liry does declare” the moſt-deplorable Rupidiry of 
mitid. , -Nay »although they: ſhould confeſs , that 
they believed themſelves to: be Reprobates;” before 
they. disbelieved Relipion'; anditook Atherſm as a 
fafictuary and refuge/from the Terrors of Hell, yer 
Mill the Impucarion'pf 'Folh- will tick upon them: 
in as much as they choſe Atheiſm as an Opiate'to 
Kill-choſe frightening Apprehenfions, by inducing 
-a dulneſs and lethargy of mind; rather than to 


make nſe'of that'a&tive and ſalutary mtdicine,” a 


hearty 
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hearty Repenrance; - that they did'nor know he R; 'Rz- Rom. . 4. 
ches of the goodneſs and forbearance and long x fufering of 
God, .and: that a fincere Amendment of Lite, was 
never t00 late-nor ifn'vaint; ' Jeſus Chriſt bring the Sx: — 
viour of- all meny and a' Propitiation for the ſins” of t# 1 Joh. 5. 
whole world: vhs came into the world to ſave faners , : Fi: 
even'the chief of them all; 50 JH died for the ungodly, and Km.;.s, 
Ine herzrn! envmigs. © 27:3 C v4 46 IIUL AI ONIONS {- 

«(z2:) And{tcondly, A to ; ie 'Fea## of Piutmarton, 4 
thoſe Terrorsiare not tobe charged upon Religion 
it:ſelf, which | ceed ether fromthe age of Relt- 
gion," or Superſtitions miſtikesab6iitie./ "For/as An 
honeſt and innocent: Many doth know the puliſh- 
ments; "which the' Laws of his Connery denounce 

ainſt Felons and Murtherers and Trayrors, with- 

our being terrified of coricerri\ d at them: 30-2 
Chriſtian in truth as well a5 in' name'7 thouph he 
believe the conſuming Vengeanice prepated c the 
diſobedienc and unbelievers, is'not at all difmayed 
at'the. apprehenfions' of it. | Indeed it adds ſpurs, _ 
and gives wings to his: diligence, it excites him to * 
work out his ſalvation with fear and trembling ; -a reli- Phil.z. 12. 
gioug and ingenuous fear, that is temper *d with hope 
and with love and unſpeakable joy. But he knows, 
that if he fears him who is able to deftroy both foul Ms Mart. 19. 
and body in Hell, he needs nor fear that his own foul ** 
or body ſhall ever go thither. 


L allow 
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Heb, 1+ may, be. in the wrong 3 and then 'tis a fearfull thing 
om to fall into the hands of the living God : There are they 


verſ. 27. under terrible preſages of judgment- and fiery indigna- 


The Folly of Atheiſm. 


- their Debauches and Company, when they chance 
to be ſurpriſed with Solitude or Sickneſs , are the 
moſt ſuſpicious and timorous and deſpondent Wret- 
ches in the world : and that the boaſted Happy A- 
theiſt in the Indolence of body, and an undiſturbed 
Calm and Serenity of mind, is altogether as rare a 
Creature, as the Vir Sapiens was among the Stoicks ; 
whom they often- met with in Idea and Deſcripti 
on, in Harangues and in Books, but freely own'd 
that he never. had or was like to exiſt actually in 
Nature. | 

And, now. as to "the preſent advantages, which 
we owe. to Religion,..they are- very conſpicuous ; 
whether we Rs Mankind ( 1.) Separately, or 
(2 ) under Society, and Government. 

. And ;firſt, in a Single: Capacity. How iS 4 
FOE Chriſtian animated . and. cheer'd by a ſtedfaſt 
belief of the Promiſes of the Goſpel; ; of an everlaſting 
enjoyment. of perfect Felicity, ſuch as after milli- 
ons of. millions of Ages is {till youthful and flou- 
riſhing and inviting as at: the firſt2 no. wrinkles in 
the face, no gray hairs; on the head of Eternity ; 
no end, no diminution, , no ſatiety of 'thoſe de- 
lights. What, a warm fines vigorous/influence does 
a Religious heart feel from a firm expectation of 
theſe Glories ? Certainly this Hope alone is of in- 
eſtimable value ; tis a, kind of anticipation and 
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pledpe of tho Foys;\ and at leaſt | gives Bs one © 
Heaven upon Earth, though the other ſhould 
prove a Delafion. Now whart are the mighty pro- 
miſes of Atheiſm? tee us know the glorious _Re- 
com s it ſeth ; Utter Extin&tion and 'Ceſ. 
Gon of Being Kot be reduced 'to the ſame con- 
dition, as if we never had been born. O diſmal 
reward of Efideliry ! ! at which Nature does ſhrink 
*V:dePo- nd ſhiver with horror. What ſome of the * Lear- 


cockii No- 


:««dPor- nedeft DoRtors among the Jews have efteem'd the 
fs, 2.139, moſt dreadfull of all Puniſhment, and have af. 
3 ſigned forthe portion of the*Blatkeſt Crimitials of 
the Damn'd; fo interpreting Thphet, Abadion, the 
Pale of Slater; and the like, for final Exciſion and 
Deprivation of Being" this Atheiſm exhibits to ws, 
as an Equivalent To Huaven. We lf know what 
hath beth difpured 1 Schoolmeh to this effet. 
Putare:, And "Tian Oderigi of 'Plutarch , that the Ge- 
3s, Ec. nerality ofamankind mb; 2 2972, as well Women 
7 01" as Men; choſe rather to endure all the Puniſh- 
Paul. crts of Hell, as deſcribed by the Poets ; - than 


part wich che Hope of Immortality, though. im- 


Þ+-* moralloaly in'imiſety, I cally pra, thar this would 


be'a very havd'B ; "and that Not to be at all, 
BB more eligible, thith to be miſerable always: our Sa- 
viourhirafelf having determin'd the queſtion ; Wo 


wer £ 
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were it for that man, if be bad never been born. But 
however chus much it evidently ſhews, That this 
defire. of Exiſtence is a natural Aﬀection of the Soul ; 
"tis Self: preſervation. in the higheſt and trueſt mart. 
ing ; "tis interwoven in-the very Frame and Con: 
ſticution- of Man. How then can the Atheiſt reflect 
on his. own Fpothefis without extreme forrow and 
dejeQion; of Spirit ? Will he fay, that when once he 
is dead, this Defire will be nothing; andthat he that 
is not, cannot lament his Annililatiors 2 So indeed 
it ml be according to his Principles. Bur notwirh- 
ſtanding, while he continues' in Life! (which we now 
ſpeak of.) this dusky Scene, of Horror, this melancho- 
ly Proſpect of final Perdition will frequently occurr 
to his Fancy ; the ſweeteſt Enjoyments of Life will 
ofien. become: flac and inſipid, will be damp'd and 
extinguiſh'd, be-bitter'd-arid poiſon'd by the malig. 
nant and venomous: quality: of this Opinion. 

IF is. nd more comfortable t6''a Man , to think 
well of himſelf, ro have'a high Value and Con- 
 ceit of the Dignity of his Nature; to belles a no- 
ble Origination of his Race, the _ ring and'l- 
mage. of the great King of Glory:: r oo Jen char 
men firſt proceeded. ini are akovghr to doe, 
by the ſole influence of the Suty ont of Dirt and Pu- 

_ trefaction ? © 
& it not a firmer foundation: for Contenement 
D 2 and 
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and Tranquillity, ' to believe that All things! wer: were 


at firſt created, and are continually order'd” and 


diſpoſed for the Beſt, and that principally for the 


Benefit and Pleaſure of Man; than'thar the whole 
Univerle is mere bungling and  blundering ; - no'Atr 
or Contrivance to' be ſeen in't; nothing effected 
for any purpoſe and delign ; Fares all ill-favoured- 
ly cobled and: jiimbled rogether by the utignided 
agitation and:rude {huffles of Matter * 

Can any; man wiſh a better Support under af. 
fiction, than the Friendſhip and Favour of Omni-' 


porence, of Infinite Wiſedom-and Goodneſs; who - 


is. both able, 'and willing,” and knows: lows Te-* 
lieve him 2 Such a man tan' doe all things through 
Chriſt that ſtrengtheneth him, he can patiently: ſuffer” 


all things with. cheerfull ſubmiſſion. and-refi ignation 


ro the Divine Will. He has a fecret-Spring'of, fpi- 
ritual Joy, and the continual Feaſt 'of a-good"*Con: 


ſcience within , that forbid him tobe tniſerable. 


Bur what. a. fortorn-deſtitute [Creature 'is the Ath& 
iſt in Diſtres?, He: hath nofriend in Extferiry-, 
but Poiſon. or a Dagger or'a:Haker or-a Precipiee. 
A violent. Death is the laſt refuge of the Epicureans, 
as well as the,Stojcks. This, ſays Lucretius, 'is'the' 
diſtinguiſhing Character of 2 genuine Son of -our: 
SeR, that he will not endure to live in Exile-and 


Want and \Digncros ns a vain-fear of death; bur 
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diſpatch himſelf reſolutely into. the State'of eternal 
Sleep and Infenſibility. ' And yet for all this ſwag- 
gering, nor one of a hundred hath boldneſs enough 
to follow the Dire&tion. The baſe and degenerous 
ſaying of one of them is very well known; *That * Mee: 
Life is always ſweet, and he ſhould ſtill defire to Sehee. Ep 
prolong it; though after he had been maim'd and };4, f.. 
diſtorted” by, the Rack, he ſhould laſtly be con- * 4: 


demn'd to hang on a: Gibber. lem pede 


And then, as to the Prafical Rules and Duties Of 4*4: Oc, 


Religion: /as* the Miracles of our Lord are peculi- 
arly. eminent above the Lying Wonders of Demons, in 
that they were not made-ourt of vain Oftentation of 
Power, and to raiſe.unprofitable Amazement; bur 
for the real Benefit and'Advantage 'of men, by feed- 
ing the Hungry; healing; all-ſorts-of Difeaſes, eject- 
ing of Devils, and r&viving/the Dead: fo likewiſe 
the Commarids which he hath impoſed on his Fol- 
lowers are not likeithe abſurd Ceremonies of Pagan 
Idolatry;; the frivolotis Rites of their Initiations and 
Worſhip,'that might look like Incantation and Ma- 
ick, but had no'tendency in their Nature to make 
Mankind the happier. Our Saviour hath enjoyn'd 
us. a Reaſonable. ſervice, (accommodated ro the rati- Rom.121. 
onal part of our Nacure. | All his Laws are in them- 


ſelves, abſtracted fromiany Conſideration of Recom- 


pence, conducible to:the Temporal Intereſt of them: 
that 
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_ that obferve rT For whar can be more availin 
to: a Man's Health, or his Credit, or Eſtate, or Secu- 
rity in this world, than Charity and Meckneſs, than 
Sobricry and Temperance, than Honeſty and 'Dilj- 
gence in his Calling Do-nor Pride-and Arrogance 
infallibly meet with Contempt ?: Do not Conten- 
_tiouſnefs and Cruelty and Study of Revenge ſeldom 
fail of Retaliation 2 Are not Envious and Covetous, 
. Diſcontented | and Anxious. minds tormenters ''to 
themſelves? .- Do: not we fee, thar Stothfull and In- 

tempexateand Incontinenc. perſons deſtroy: their Bo- 

+ with-diſcaſes,their Reputations with diſgrace, and 

cheix Fanailies with want? Are Adukery and: Forni- 

cation forbidden. only by Moſes and Chriſt? or do 

not Heathen Law-givers fuchEnormities wich 

Fines,or Impriſonment,wich:Exite;or Death ? "Twas 
Jud Cy. ak Objection: of Jilian the Apoftate;' thar there were 
rium, no. new Precepts.of Morality in-our Religion : Thon 
ſhalt, not. kell, Thew ſhak not ſteal; hou ſhalt not covet 
_» neighbour s wife. Why all the World, ſays he, is 
greed about theſe Commandmencs : and in every 
Country under Heaven, there are [Laws and Penal- 
ties made to: enforce all the Ten, ; Geper only the 
Sabbath and the Worſhip of ftrange Gods. 'We can an- 
{wer bim:another way ; but he may make onr Inf- 
dels aſhamed to: complain of thoſe- Ordinances as 
Hark poſitions, which the ſenſe of all Nations has 


tho ugh 


OT 


thought to be reaſonable: which not only the Phi- 
loſophers of Greece and Italy and the ancient World; 
but the Banyatis of Magul, the Talapoins of Siam, the 
Mandarins of China, the Moraliſts of Peru and Mex- 
ico, all the Wiſdom of Mankind have declared to be 
neceſlary Duties. Nay, if che Atheifts would buc 
live up to the Echicks of Epicurus himſelf, they would 
make'few or-no Profelytes from the Chriſtian Reli. 
gion. None revolt from che Faith for ſuch things 

as are thought peculiar to Chriſtianity ; ; Not bens 


they muſt love and pray for their enemies, but becauſe _ 5. 


they nt not /potfon or ftab them : not becauſe 
chey muſt not look por a Woman to luſt after her, but ver. 28; 
becauſe they are mach morereſtrain'd from the Per- 
perration of their Lufts. If wanton glances and libi- 
dinous ts had becn perminred by the Goſpel, 
they would have apoſtarized nevertheleſs. This we 
may conje®ure from: what Plato and others have 


told us, that t was commonly axegrue iti 2, 524. Plato: de > 


Legibus, 


opus, their immoderare Aﬀections and Lufts, that s. ro. 
in the very 
Atheiſts. 


dc ſeerns their impure and brutal Senſua- 


| liry was toomuch-confined by the Religion of thoſe- 


Countries, where even Yenus and Bacchus had their 
Temples. Ler not” therefore voluptuous Atheiſts 
lay all the fault of- their: Sins upon the Infirmity of- 
Marta Nature ;:. nor plead that Fleſh-and Blood 


 CANage - 


_—— 


p. 836. 
remes of Paganiſm induced men to be Ea.$tep.. 


28 


"The, Folly: of (Atheiſm, 


- ver knew. In the lareſt Accounts of the Count 


cannot reſt thoſe Temprations , ; which. have: all 
their force and prevalence from long Cuſtom.and 
inveterated Habit. - What enticement, what plea 
ſure is there in common profane Swearing? yer nei- 


ther the fear: of God nor of; the Law will perſuade 
men to leave it. - Tis prevailing Example that 


hath now- made it faſhionable, bur ic hath nor al: 
ways been {o,. nor will be hereafter.,, So.other. Epi: 
demical Vices, they are rife and predominant only 
for a ſeaſon, and muſt not be.a(cribed to Human 
Nature in the Lump. In ſome, Countries Intem: 

perance is a neceſlary part of Converſation; in o- 
thers Sobriery' is.a Vertue Univerſal, without any. re- 
ſpect ro the Duties of Religion. Nor can they ſay,thar 
this is only the difference of Climare, that inclines 
one Nation to Concupiſcence and Senſual Pleaſures; 

another ro Bloud-thirſtineſs, and Deſire of Revenge, 
Ic would diſcover great ignorance in Hiſtory,. not.to 
know that in all Climates a whole People has. been 
over-run with ſome.recencly. invented. or newly, im- 
ported kind of Vice, which-their Grandfathers ne: 


Ghana, we are told that the eating of Human Fleſh 
is the beloved pleaſure of. thoſe Savages: rwo Nati: 
ons of them by mutual devouring are reduced-to 
two handfulls of men. When the Goſpel of our Sa- 
viour was preached ro chem, they. received it with 


gladnels 


The: Full all ly "of Arbeifm. 


adncſs of heart; they ©: could be broiight' to forego 
| Plurality of Wives ; though'that be the main'impe- 
diment to the converſion of the Eaſt-Indies. But the 
great Stumbling- block with theſe Americans, and the 
only Rock of Offence was, the- forbidding 'them to 
eat their Enemies: That irreſiſtable Temptation made 
them quickly to revolt and relapſe into their Infide- 
ty. What,- muſt we impure this'to' the'tempera- 
cure of the Air, /toithe nature of the Soil, to rhe in- 


fluence of the Stars 2 Are theſe Birkariews of man-' 


cating Conſtitutions,” that they ſo hanker after this 


Diet, which we-cannot: imagin 'withourt horror? Is 


nor:the ſame thing pradtiſed'in' other: pats of thar 
- Continent? Was'it not-ſo in Europe fold and is 
t.notnow-ſo:in Africa © If an Eleventh' Cortiqnard: 
ment had been given, Thou ſhalt not eat Human fleſh; 
would not tliefe:Canibals' have eſteem'd'it' more dif- 
ficule than all the Ten? © And would /not' they have 
really had-as:much reaſon as our Atheiſts, to plead 
He Howes of the Tempration,” and-the/propenſiry 
of Fleſh and Blood ?/ how impudene are hoy dice; 
that traduce' the caſie and gracious Conditions" of 
che Goſpel for unreaſonable 'and T* 
fitions? © Hre-net-God's ways. equal, / 
| Deſtruction, and are>not' your ways unequal-* + 


Yrannical Impo- 
ye” ares of A 


I. Secondly and laſtly.,'"As to the benign raflu | 


enceof Religion ie Communities and Goverments, 
E Sth 


- ants Tr Fr _ FEY 


| habemnsc tes: Reos;.. *tis, fo apparent and. 'un- 
queſtionable, 'that'tis one of the wiſe Objections: of 


the Atheiſt, Thatir firſt was contrived.and introduced 
bs 24 or to. bring the wild and {tragling/Herds 
Maakind'pnder: Subjetion. and Laws. - Out of 
thy own mouth ſhalt thou be judged, thou wicked ſervant. 
"Thou fay'{{chat che wiſelt Inſticucors of Goyern- 
ment, Souls 4 above the ordinary. pitch-of 
men, thoughe Religion-neceſſary;to Civit Obedience. 
Why. then doſt. thou endeavour to undermine this 
foundation, to undothis Cement. of Society, and to 
reduce all once again to:thy imaginary State of, Na: 
ture and.- Original Gonfufion:? No Community 
ever was or can; be, begun. or maintain'd,:butiupon 
the Bakis of Religion. What Government can beima- 
gin 'd wihout Judicial Proceedings 2 2 and! what ane- 


Luk, 19. , 
_- 


thods of Judicaurewichour aReligiow Oath; which 


implies and ſuppoſes an Omnilcient Being, 45 con: 


ſcious 1 to its falkhogd, or txurh; anda revenger:of 


Perjury 2 Fo6% che very. narure of an Qatho(and 
+ Hobbes therefore: 'OT f Society is lubvettcd by: che Atheſt; 5 
4 Cie, ho profelicth to.acknowledge -nothi  fuperious 


Levia- 


+ rl) to himſelf,,.nq ommigreleus obſerver 'of the ations 
in], of men{;Foran? XArheiſt.co, compoſe a Syſtem of 'Pa- 
| De ſan liticks 155 as, ablurd. and: ridiculous, as Epcurus' $'SET- | 
ur?” mons were about +:Sanfity and Religious. Worſhip. 

verſus De- But-chere Was. hope, t that the: Doctrine of abſolute 


aa 


oz, Cic. 


uncontroulable Power and the formidable name of 
Leviathan" might flatter and bribe the Government 
inco#troſeration of Infidelity.” We need have nhorecourſe 
to notion and ſuppoſition ; we have'ſad experience 
_ and convincing example before us, what a rare Con- 
ſitution of Government may be had in a whole Na- 
tion of Atheiſts. * The Natives of Newfoundland and De Laet. 
New Fraince it! America, as they are ſaid to live with- 5 ©” 
Hos 


out any ſenſe of Religion, ſo they ate kiown to; be g;u- de 


deſtiture of its advantages and bleſſings ; withour a- Gon, 
ny/Law or form-of Community ; without any Li- &'53: 
rerature* or Sciences or Arts; no Towns, no fixed + + 
Habirations, no Agriculture, 'no Navigation. And 
'ris entirely owing to the power of Religion, that the 
whole World is not at this time as barbarous as they. 
And yet I ought not to have called theſe mil <re 
Wretches a Nation of Atheiſts.” They cantiot be'faid 
to be of the Atheiſt's opinion; becauſe they have.no 
opinion at alt in the matter: " They do not lay in 
their hearrs, "There #' n'God , for they never once 
deliberated, if thete was one or no. "*Phey more | 
deny the exiſtence of x Deity, chan they deny. the 
Antipodes, the Copernican Syſtem, or the Satellites Joys: 
about which they have had no notion; nor concep- 
tion at all.” *Tis the Tynorante of thoſe poor Crea- 
eures, and not their Tmpiety : their Ignorance as much 
ro be'pitied, as the Impiery of the Mtheifts is to be 

| E 4 |  deteſted 
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to the x at to put ſme yo rea to > the 
ſpreading Contagion of this Peſtilence that mal 

day, thar dares ro diſperſe its curſed ſeeds and. pri 
ciples in the face of the Sun. The Fool in the Ter 
had only ſaid in his heart, There is no God: he had not 
ſpoken it aloud, nor openly blaſphem'd, in places of 
of nn reſort. [There's roo.much reaſon to tear, that 
ome of all orders of 'men, , even; Magiſtracy, it ſelf, 
' have taken the Infection: -a thing of dreadfull con. 
Phnraroh: ſequence and moſt imminent. ; oi Epicurus 'was 


ul not -@ little wiſer, than ae when he lo, carneſtly 


Lucr. &c. ; 


png FE ; Bur (ey he- had 
madeone gr > rip every-man's 
only (Good was p | and contentment of. Mind: 
ICNCe. i ir was je tiqus'and..curbulens 
- Spiries,« were d) atis 8) and ,uneafie with. Priva. 


that wv 
cy aq | Reriremene, were allowed by, his own Prin. 
Eiple.tc to > Nag 1 10 matrers of State. And there.they 
gone Ily me with that forrune, which, their, Maſter 


Prucxrch. | rela. yeral Cities of Greece that hadimade ex; 
5s Cir [ripe Zr Loh in Publick R Coponrns drove them 


"by 
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The. Folly \of Atheiſm 33. 

by ſeyere EdiQts'and Proclamations.) Atheilm-is by, | 
no 'means tolerable in the: moſt priyate condition :. 
bur if it aſpire to authority and power; if. it acquire: 
the Command of an Army or.a Navy, .if jr getup- 

' on the ench.or into the Senate, or on.a Throne © 
what then, can. be expected, but the baſeſt Cowar- 
dife and Treachery, but. the: fouleſt prevaricati- 
on in* Juſtice, bur ,berraying and ſelling the Rights. 
and Liberries of ;a;Pcople.,; but arbicrary Govern 
ment and tyrannical 5 ag 2 Nay, it Atheiſm 
were once, .2s I may. ſay, the National Religion ,. 
ir would: make its qwn falowes che maſt mifera- 
ble of men; it would be the Kingdom. of Satan. di- 
vided againſt ir.ſelf ; and the Land would be-ſoon. 
brought, ro delolation.. Joepbus, that knew| themy/2Jets 
hath infortg'd us, that the Sadd ucees, thoſe Epicure:1 fudeico, 
6 3 TH, VHet 5 PF S  HISUTD FLGGS pb; AC, HIS CEINSZARE o G..02,: 
ans amoryg the. Jews, were not only rough. and cruel; 
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to, men of a different,Sect from their own; but per- 

5; 1 ES. eg JI LRE%7 3 LL lid AFL SOL Fae hl 24 90S 23 I 
fidious ang inhumane onetowards another; ;This is 
che genuine ſpirit and chenatural product of Acheiſm:. 

NS ITTTUATIGE LEST D 4a dg 5.57 Se Na 
No man, that adheres to that_nattow. and ſelfiſh, 

KEN iS (35 ©53 "3 4%2 CIH34& ASS - baked Ct $1? Si wt; Je Hg 
PE, can ever be Juſt -or: Generous or Grate. 
tall; 7: unleſs he be Tomerime overcome. by Good. F -—_ 
nature and a happy Confticucion, No: Atheiſt, ;as/*i*,8- 
fach, can. be.a true Friend, an-affeftionate Relation; dm n«- 
PAR 3 7 CL TRWFTE: 0 ' WS; T9003 V4. 4 L539 ca V% Yeure bonix - 
ora loyal Subject. The appearance and ſhew of-cae win 
mytual Amity. among them, is wholly owing oO. 
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pas faallnd 'of their number, nd ts "the I: 
ns/'of 'a Faction. *Tis like the Friendſhip of Pick- 

porfoe and High-way Men, that are faid to obſerve 
|  Hferi&Juſtice among therſelyes, and never to de- 
fraud a Comrade of his ſhare of the Boory. . Bur if 
we could imagin a whole Nation to be Oi-purtes 
| andRobbers; would there theri be kept th at {quare- F 
dealing and equi ry itt ſucha cnjſteohe den of Thieves? 
And if Atheiſm ſhould be ſuppoſed to become uni- 
| verſal in chis Nation ( which ſeeins to be defign'd 
; arid 'endeavour'd, though we know the gates of Hell 
| ſhall nor-be able to prevail . Pr "Ties of | 
FrictidſHip and Principles of Honour; all Love for , 
our Country and Loyalty to our Prince ; ; ay , fare- 
well all Government and Societ it felf, Prof 
"fions'4nd Arts, and Convehictices of Za all that - 
is lardable or valcable in the world. © : 

F "And now having i in the firlt place explained the 

| Words of 'rhe Text, and ſecond | detected the mere | 

F Diiſts of our Ape to be” tio better. than' 'dilguiſed 4: WE, 
eifts (ſeeing they have now no pretence to _the De- | 
iſm of Epicurus ;) and afterwar s having ſhows, that 
1 willingly to entertain che Fhpat fir of Atheiſm (which 
l Dew. 30. is licerally to "chooſe Death and Evil before Life and 
| jek3.10. Good, and to tove Darkneſs rather than Light) is the 


moſt abſurd ard inconſiderate Folly ; and that 
there is Og to excule ſo uy a Choice : Nor 


any 
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any Necejity of--it-;, for Religion'dorts nor! im 
pole. 'any Arricles "of Faich-thar are' repugnant to 
our Faculcies, - and incredible to | Natural Reaſon e 
Not buereſt ;| becauſe [Religion ir ſelf is*everv itt this 
Preſent Life the trueſt and beſt Intereſt as wel/ofe! 
very ſingle Perſon (for a Chriſtian's Belief is the moſt 
comfortable, | and his: Hope- the moſt" glorious of 
- all Men's , andthe Practical '[Duties'he is'obliged 
to, 2x6. in-themſclves:agrevable'to* his Nature, \atd 


conducible ta his! Temporal Happineſs-)-'a8" of 


Lo 


Communities. aud Governments; becauſe Religion is 


tally ,neceſary1o irs very! Birth 'and Conftiti ition ! 
Having, I ſay, competently proved'theſe Particu- 


lars, as far as the uſual brevity of ſuch Difcourſes 


will allow; I ſhall conclude all with one fhort 


Reflection, That if Atheiſm or modern Deiſm be evin- 


ced to be Folly, how great muſt that Folly be ? Ir 
muſt not be bare Folly, but Madneſs and Diſtra&i- 


; a 4A —_— 


0n. "Nor d6" we need to recurr to the Stoical Pa: 


radox, That all Fools are mad; Nor to that Saying 


of one of their own Party, ( not out of Deri- 
lion, as ſome would have ir, but out of Comple- 
ment to the Publick ) call'd, it Inſanientem ſapienti- 
am, the Mad Philoſophy 'of Atheiſm. For fo ſor- 


tiſhly to loſe the pureſt Pleaſures and Comforts of 
this World, and forego the expectation. of Immor- 


tality: 
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